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T H E  S M E L L  O F  A  B L A C K  C H R I S T M A S

F o r  m a n y  B l a c k / A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n s  i n  A l t o n ,

C h r i s t m a s  s i g h t s ,  s o u n d s  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  s m e l l s ,

s t a r t e d  a f t e r  T h a n k s g i v i n g .   Y o u  m a y  h a v e  g i v e n

t h a n k s  i n  N o v e m b e r  a n d  g a t h e r e d  o v e r  c o l l a r d

g r e e n s ,  c a n d i e d  y a m s ,  t u r k e y  a n d  d r e s s i n g  ( w h i c h

s o m e  m a y  k n o w  b e t t e r  a s  " s t u f f i n g " ) .   B u t ,  y o u

w o u l d  n e e d  t o  g a t h e r  e n e r g y  t o  d o  i t  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n

a  m o n t h  l a t e r . . .  b u t  b i g g e r !

C o m m o n  C h r i s t m a s  s c e n t  r e c o g n i t i o n  u s u a l l y

b e g a n  w i t h  g i f t s  o f  a p p l e s  a n d  o r a n g e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e

t y p i c a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  C h r i s t m a s t i m e  g i f t s  c h i l d r e n

w o u l d  r e c e i v e  f r o m  c h u r c h e s ,  f a m i l y  f r i e n d s  a n d

s c h o o l s .   A l o n g  w i t h  t h o s e  f r u i t s ,  y o u  m a y  h a v e

r e c e i v e d  f r a g r a n t  n u t s  w i t h  a  g i a n t  p e p p e r m i n t

s t i c k  ( w h i c h  c o u l d  b e  h a d  f r o m  a  " f i v e  a n d  d i m e "

s t o r e  f o r  1 0  c e n t s .   L a t e r  g e n e r a t i o n s  m a y  b e  m o r e

u s e d  t o  s e e i n g  t h e  " h o o k  s t y l e "  c a n d y  c a n e  t h a t

m a y  h a v e  e n d e d  u p  o n  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e  a n d  c a m e

i n  a  v a r i e t y  o f  c o l o r s ,  n o t  j u s t  r e d  a n d  w h i t e .

A n o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  l a c k  o f  a

r e f r i g e r a t o r .   S o m e  p a r e n t s  w o u l d  s t a r t  m a k i n g

p i e s  a n d  c a k e s  2  w e e k s  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s ,  w r a p

t h e m  i n  c h e e s e c l o t h ,  a n d  p l a c e  t h e m  u n d e r  b e d s

a n d  o n  p o r c h e s  ( i n  a n  a i r t i g h t  t i n ,  i f  y o u  h a d  i t ) ,  a s

t h o s e  w e r e  t h e  c o o l e s t  p l a c e s  i n  a  h o u s e  w i t h o u t

a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g  a n d / o r  r e f r i g e r a t i o n .

C o m m o n  c a k e s  a n d  p i e s  i n c l u d e d  ( b u t  w e r e  n o t

l i m i t e d  t o ) :  P i n e a p p l e  U p s i d e - D o w n  C a k e ,  P u m p k i n

P i e ,  S w e e t  P o t a t o  P i e  ( i t  m i g h t  o r  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e

s t r i n g s  i n  i t ) ,  C a r a m e l  C a k e ,  a n d  C o c o n u t  C a k e .

A  s p e c i a l  m e n t i o n  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  t o  F r u i t  C a k e .  

 E v e r y o n e  r e c e i v e d  o n e ,  i t  s e e m e d ,  b u t  r a r e l y  s e e n

w a s  s o m e o n e  e a t i n g  o n e .   W h a t e v e r  h a p p e n e d  t o

t h o s e  f r u i t  c a k e s ,  t h e y  a l w a y s  s m e l l e d  w o n d e r f u l

a n d  d e f i n i t e l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  s m e l l  o f  a  B l a c k

C h r i s t m a s .

 
I N G R E D I E N T S  F O R  B U T T E R  R O L L S :

2  C U P S  A L L - P U R P O S E  F L O U R
1 / 2  T E A S P O O N  S A L T

2  T E A S P O O N S  B A K I N G  P O W D E R
3 / 4  C U P  S H O R T E N I N G  I  U S E D  C R I S C O

3 / 4  C U P  W A T E R
 

F I L L I N G  F O R  B U T T E R  R O L L S :
1 / 4  C U P  W H I T E  G R A N U L A T E D  S U G A R  C A N  U S E  B R O W N  S U G A R

1  1 / 2  T E A S P O O N S  G R O U N D  C I N N A M O N
1 2  T A B L E S P O O N S  B U T T E R  D I V I D E D

T O P P I N G  F O R  B U T T E R  R O L L S :
1  1 2  O U N C E  C A N  E V A P O R A T E D  M I L K

1 / 2  C U P  W H I T E  O R  B R O W N  S U G A R
1  T E A S P O O N  V A N I L L A  E X T R A C T

P I N C H  N U T M E G  O P T I O N A L
 

I N S T R U C T I O N S
W H I S K  T O G E T H E R  T H E  F L O U R ,  S A L T  A N D  B A K I N G  P O W D E R ,

C U T  I N  T H E  S H O R T E N I N G  U N T I L  M I X T U R E  I S  L I K E  C O A R S E
C R U M B S ,  A D D  W A T E R  A N D  M A K E  I N T O  A  B A L L .  P U T  O U T  O N T O

F L O U R E D  S U R F A C E  A N D  C U T  I N  H A L F .  R O L L  E A C H  H A L F  I N T O
A N  O B L O N G  A B O U T  6  X  1 0  I N C H E S .  A D D  F I L L I N G  I N G R E D I E N T S .

 
F I L L I N G  I N S T R U C T I O N S :

W H I S K  T O G E T H E R  T H E  S U G A R  A N D  C I N N A M O N  A N D  S P R E A D
H A L F  O V E R  E A C H  R O L L E D  O U T  P I E C E  O F  D O U G H .  C U T  S I X

T A B L E S P O O N  B U T T E R  I N T O  S M A L L  P I E C E S  O N  E A C H  P I E C E  O F
D O U G H .  R O L L  E A C H  O N E  U P  A S  I N  P H O T O  B E L O W  A N D  C U T
I N T O  1  I N C H  C I N N A M O N  R O L L S .  I  G O T  1 0  F R O M  E A C H  O N E .

S P R A Y  A  9  X  1 3  B A K I N G  D I S H  A N D  A D D  B U T T E R  R O L L S .  B A K E
I N  P R E H E A T E D  3 5 0  D E G R E E  O V E N  F O R  3 0  M I N U T E S  O R  U N T I L
R O L L S  A R E  D O N E  A N D  B R O W N  O N  T O P .  R E M O V E  F R O M  O V E N

A N D  A D D  T O P P I N G .
 

T O P P I N G  I N S T R U C T I O N S :
W H I S K  T O G E T H E R  I N G R E D I E N T S  A N D  P O U R  O V E R  B U T T E R
R O L L S .  P U T  B A C K  I N T O  O V E N  F O R  A B O U T  1 5  M I N U T E S  O R
U N T I L  M I X T U R E  I S  T H I C K  A N D  B U B B L Y .  M A K E S  2 0  R O L L S .

 



B L A C K  C H U R C H  C H R I S T M A S
P R O G R A M S

W h e n  e n t e r i n g  a  B l a c k  c h u r c h  d u r i n g  t h e  h o l i d a y s ,  y o u  w o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  s e e  a  N a t i v i t y  S c e n e ,

u s u a l l y  o n  a  s t a g e  o r  a l t a r .   I t s '  p r o m i n e n c e  a n d  n e c e s s i t y  i s  t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  s e a s o n ;  t h e

N a t i v i t y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  b i r t h  o f  J e s u s .   I n  m a n y  B l a c k  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e  N a t i v i t y  w a s  e v e n  " l i v e

a c t i o n , "  w i t h  a d u l t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  a l i k e  p l a y i n g  t h e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  T h r e e  W i s e  M e n ,  t h e  a n g e l ,  V i r g i n

M o t h e r  M a r y  a n d  f a t h e r  J o s e p h .   A n i m a l s  m a y  b e  c a r d b o a r d  r e n d e r i n g s  f r o m  a n  a r t i s a n  c h u r c h

m e m b e r  a n d / o r  c a r p e n t e r ,  a n d  b a b y  J e s u s  w a s  m o s t  o f t e n  a  B l a c k  d o l l  ( o n c e  t h o s e  w e r e  s o l d  i n

s t o r e s ) .   P r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  t h e  s w a d d l e d  b a b y  J e s u s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  p i l l o w ,  a  c a r e f u l l y  m o l d e d  s a c k  o f

f l o u r ,  o r  e v e n  a  h a n d m a d e  d o l l  f r o m  a  c h r u c h  m e m b e r  w i t h  s e w i n g  s k i l l s .   T h e  N o r t h  S t a r  w a s

a l w a y s  h u n g ,  a n d  t h e  b a c k d r o p  o f  t h e  N a t i v i t y  S c e n e  w a s  w e l l  d o n e  w i t h  s t r a w ,  h a y  a n d  b u r l a p

a c c o m p a n i m e n t s .

C h r i s t m a s  p r o g r a m  a t t e n d e e s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e i r  " S u n d a y  b e s t " :   L a r g e ,  a n d  f e s t i v l y  a d o r n e d  h a t s

w e r e  w o r n  b y  w o m e n ,  m e n  w o r e  s l e e k  s u i t s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  w o r e  w h i t e ,  f r i l l y  s o c k s   a n d  b o w t i e s .

R e e n a c t m e n t s  a n d / o r  r e c i t i n g s  o f  p o e m s  a n d  s c r i p t u r e s  w e r e  r i t u a l s .   N o t e  t h a t  t h o s e  r e c i t a t i o n s

w e r e  m e m o r i z e d  a n d ,  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  y o u  c o u l d  f i n d  s o m e o n e  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  m o u t h i n g  t h e

r e c i t a t i o n  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d  o r  y o u n g  a d u l t .

T R A D I T I O N A L  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N
C H R I S T M A S  S O N G S
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Between Thanksgiving and New Year's, it was, and still is, common to hear Black people sing, listen to,
and even "jazz up" the favorites.  Black people young and old are usually familiar with these songs and
caroles : "Silent Night," "Joy to the World," "O Come All Ye Faithful," "Away in a Manger," "The First
Noel," "We Three Kings," "What Child Is This" and "O Holy Night," just to name a few.  It was very
rare, if you grew up in a Black church, for you to ever need a hymnal or sheet music to know the
words to the songs mentioned here.

These songs are often used judiciously during those aforementioned Black Christmas programs.  The
songs probably have both choreography and lighting effects (if affordable).  Even if there is not a full
light display on stage, flashlights can be used to illuminate the different parts of the Nativity Scene or
Nativity production. 

For example, if the Gospel of Luke is recounted (as is often the case), the Annunciation, journey to
Bethlehem, birth of Jesus and visits of shepherds and Magi are all opportunities for Black artistic
expression.  The characters may do a specific dance of praise and the flashlights may be used to focus
on a particulary important scene, like the injustice of a pregnant woman and her husband being left
out in the cold.

Loud drums typically heralded the "reason for the season": The holding up of the baby Jesus after
birth.  There even may be a call-and-response song utilized at this point to illustrate the theme of
participation and unity in the celebration.  That summons in the Black church is usually spiritual,
musical and emotional, and the point is community and shared humanity.

 
Merry Christmas 

to All
 

.Joy Is Found In You
Joy is found in quiet

places
 In a life of sweet

surrender
 Knowing You are with

me every day
 

 Thank You for the joy
of living

 Thank You for Your
grace forgiving

 Thank You for Your
presence every day

Merry Christmas
everyone!"

 
 

 

Jesus, The
Light of the

World
lyrics and music:

George D.
Elderkin

 
We’ll walk in the
Light, beautiful

Light. 
 

Come where the
dewdrops of
mercy shine

bright.
 

Shine all around
us by day and by

night,
 

Jesus, the Light
of the world
                      

 



W h e n  I  T h i n k  o f  C h r i s t m a s
C h r i s t m a s  i s  a  t i m e  o f  r e n e w e d  f a i t h ,  h o p e  a n d  l o v e .  

 A s  y o u  g e t  o l d e r ,  i t  i s  a l s o  a  t i m e  o f  c h e r i s h i n g

w o n d e r f u l  m e m o r i e s .   I t  i s  s o  a m a z i n g  h o w  o u r  m i n d

t a k e s  u s  p l a c e s  a s  w e  s i t  q u i e t l y  l i s t e n i n g  t o  C h r i s t m a s

c a r o l s .   W e  r e l a x ,  c l o s e  o u r  e y e l i d s  a n d  f e e l  o u r  h e a r s

s w e l l  u p  w t h  e x c e e d i n g  g r e a t  j o y  w h e n  w e  a l l o w  t h e

f l o o d  o f  c h i l d h o o d  C h r i s t m a s  m e m o r i e s  t o  w a s h  o v e r  u s

o n c e  a g a i n .   H o l i d a y s  a r e  a l w a y s  a  w o n d e r f u  t i m e   W e

a l l  h a v e  s o  m a n y  f u n  m e m o r i e s . . .  f u n n y  g i f t s ,  l a u g h i n g ,

f o o d ,  m o r e  f o o d ,  m o r e  l a u g h i n g  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  v e r y

s p e c i a l  m o m e n t s  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  J E S U S  -  t h e  t r u e  r e a s o n

f o r  t h e  s e a s o n .

C h r i s t m a s  i s  a  s e a s o n  f i l l e d  w i t h  m e m o r i e s  t h a t  a r e

b u i l t  o n  t h e  p o w e r  o f  r e p e a t e d  r i t u a l s .   " E v e r y  y e a r  a t

C h r i s t m a s ,  I . . . ( y o u  c a n  f i l l  i n  t h e  b l a n k s ) . "   T h i s  y e a r  -

i n  w h a t  i s  a  t r u l y  u n u s u a l  C h r i s t m a s ,  w e  w i l l  a c t u a l l y

o n c e  a g a i n  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  m a n y  o f  t h o s e  t h i n g s :  o u r

h o m e s  a r e  d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  d a z z l i n g  d e c o r a t i o n s ;  w e  w i l l

e a t  o u r  f a m i l y ' s  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o o d s ;  w e  w i l l  w a t c h  t h e

s a m e  m o v i e s ,  c h e e r  f o r  t h e  s a m e  t e a m s  a n d  c o n n e c t

w i t h  t h e  s a m e  p e o p l e  -  b o t h  i n  p e r s o n  a n d  o v e r  v i d e o

t h i s  y e a r .

L e t  u s  r e m e m b e r  J E S U S  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n ,  a n d  l e t

u s  b e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h a t ,  w h i l e  w e  a r e  c e l e b r a t i n g  t h e

b i r t h  o f  J e s u s ,  o u r  r e m e m b e r e d  l o v e d  o n e s  a r e  a c t u a l l y

w i t h  J e a s u s  a t  t h s i  v e r y  m o m e n t .   S o ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  o u r

h e a r t s  a r e  m i s s i n g  o u r  f a m i l y ,  w e  c a n  h a v e  a  s p e c i a l

w a r m t h  a n d  j o y  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n  w i t h  o v e d  o n e s

w h o  m a d e  i t  h o m e  s a f e  f o r  t h e  h o l i d a y s  -  a n d  f o r e v e r

m o r e .

" G l o r y  t o  G o d  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t ,  a n d  o n  e a r t h ,  p e a c e ,  g o o d

w i l l  t o w a r d  m e n . "  L u k e  2 : 1 4

 -  S t a n l e y  H e n d e r s o n

C H R I S T M A S  E C H O E S
"

Greetings and
salutations 

from the great city of Alton
Illinois. This is Mayor David

Goins and on behalf of the
citizens of Alton I want to
take this time to wish each

of you a blessed Merry
Christmas and a prosperous
New Year. Remember Jesus
is the reason we celebrate

during this holiday season so
enjoy one another, give and
receive gifts, eat drink and
be merry but don’t forget

about the one who made it
all possible. 
God bless!! !  

.
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Merry Christmas to All
 

Letter from Santa,
 

 Give yourself, family, friends
and people who are around you a

special gift. Please  get
vaccinated and boosted.

    
 Love, Santa

 
.!"
 
 



N e w  Y e a r s  i s  a  t i m e  w e  l o o k  b a c k  a t  t h e  y e a r ,  o r  y e a r s  g o n e  b y ;  i t  i s  a  t i m e  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  w e ' v e  m a d e

a n d  t o  m a k e  n e w  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r .   A  N e w  Y e a r  i s  s e e n  a s  a  f r e s h  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  a  t i m e  f o r  r e s o l u t i o n s

a n d  p r o m i s e s  o n  h a b i t s  a n d  b e h a v i o r s  w e ' d  l i k e  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  i n t o  t h i s  n e w  s t a r t .   C o m m o n  N e w  Y e a r s  r e s o l u t i o n s

a r e  c o m m i t m e n t s  t o :  s t o p  d r i n k i n g ;  q u i t  s m o k i n g ;  m a n a g e  m o n e y  m o r e  w i s e l y ;  a n d  s p e n d  m o r e  t i m e  w i t h  f a m i l y .  

 B y  f a r ,  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  N e w  Y e a r ' s  r e s o l u t i o n  i s  t o  l o s e  w e i g h t ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  e x e r c i s i n g  m o r e  a n d  e a t i n g

h e a l t h i e r .   A n o t h e r  y e a r ,  a n o t h e r  l i s t .

I  d o u b t  a n y o n e  e x p e c t e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 2 1  e x p e c t e d  t o  s t i l l  b e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g ,  m a s k  w e a r i n g  a n d

a n o t h e r  s t r a i n  o f  t h e  v i r u s  o n  t h e  r i s e .   B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s ,  h e r e ' s  s o m e  g o o d ,  s o l i d  a d v i c e  f o r  m a k i n g  t h e  N e w  Y e a r

b e t t e r :                B e  c a r e f u l                     B e  t h o u g h t f u l                                    B e  t h a n k f u l

T h e  A l t o n  B l a c k  A l u m n i  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( A B A A )  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  b e  " M o v i n g  F o r w a r d  i n  2 0 2 2 "  w i t h  a  f r e s h  a d

e x h i l a r a t i n g  c h a p t e r .   W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  A l t o n  B l a c k  A l u m n i  R e u n i o n  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s

t h a t  A B A A  p r o m o t e s  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e  l o n g  a n d  r i c h  f r i e n d s h i p s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  s o i l  a n d  b r i c k s  o f  A l t o n .

T h e  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  o u r  w o r l d  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  h a v e  f o r c e d  u s  t o  t h i n k  c r i t i c a l l y  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  n o t  o n l y  n e e d e d ,

b u t  a l s o  p o s s i b l e ,  f o r  A B A A  t o  t h r i v e .   T h i s  y e a r ,  w e ' v e  l e a r n e d  a  l o t  a b o u t  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h s  a n d

c h a l l e n g e s . . .  w h i l e  a l s o  e x p l o r i n g  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  f o c u s  a r e a s  f o r  2 0 2 2 .   W i t h  y o u r  s u p p o t ,  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o

e v o l v e  w i t h  o n g o i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t  i n i t i a t i v e s .

H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r !

 -  J i m  K i l l i o n ,    P r e s i d e n t ,  F O S / A B A A

T H O U G H T S  F O R  A  N E W  Y E A R

ALTON BLACK ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION -  ECHOES

G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  T H E
E L I J A H  P .  M E M O R I A L

P e r p e t u a t i n g  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  E l i j a h  P .  L o v e j o y

a n d  p r e s e n t i n g  s c h o l a r s h i p s  s i n c e  1 9 5 4

C H R I S T M A S  G R E E T I N G  F R O M  
T H E  N A T I O N A L  C O U N C I L  O F

N E G R O  W O M E N

N C N W ' s  m i s s i o n  i s  t o  h a r n e s s  t h e  p o w e r  o f

w o m e n  o f  A f r i c a n  d e s c e n t  a n d  o t h e r  m i n o r i t y

w o m e n  t o  e n s u r e  a c c e s s  t o ,  a n d  f u l l

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n ,  t h e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  p o l i t i c a l

s y s t e m s  w h i c h  i m p a c t  u p o n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e

f o r  a l l  p e r s o n s .

"Go Tel l  I t  On The Mountain"

G o ,  t e l l  i t  o n  t h e  m o u n t a i n ,  

O v e r  t h e  h i l l s  a n d  e v e r y w h e r e ,

G o ,  t e l l  i t  o n  t h e  m o u n t a i n ,

T h a t  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  b o r n
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F O S / A B A A  O V E R V I E W / H I S T O R Y

I n  2 0 0 3 ,  a  c o r e  g r o u p  o f  B l a c k  a l u m n i  f r o m  A l t o n

H i g h  S c h o o l  i n  A l t o n ,  I L  f o u n d e d  t h e  " F r i e n d s  o f

t h e  6 0 ' s  A l t o n  B l a c k  A l u m n i  A s s o c i a t i o n . "

I n  2 0 0 4 ,  t h e  f i r s t  f o r m a l  e v e n t  w a s  h e l d .   T h i s  w a s

t h e  F i r s t  B i e n n i a l  A l t o n  B l a c k  A l u m n i  R e u n i o n .

F r o m  2 0 0 4  t h r o u g h  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s

o p e r a t e d  a s  a  s o c i a l  g r o u p .   T h e y  h o s t  r e u n i o n s ,  b u t

t h e  p r i m a r y  a r e a  o f  f o c u s  i s  o n  a  v a r i e t y  o f

c o m m u n i t y / c i v i c  p r o j e c t s .

S i n c e  i n c e p t i o n ,  t h e  r e u n i o n s  h a v e  b r o u g h t

h u n d r e d s  o f  f o r m e r  A l t o n  s t u d e n t s  h o m e  ( m a n y  f o r

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  g r a d u a t i o n ) .   F O S / A B A A  h a s

b e e n  a b l e  t o  b u i l d  i n t e r e s t  i n  " r e a c h i n g  b a c k  a n d

g i v i n g  b a c k "  t o  t h e  A l t o n  c o m m u n i t y .

F O S / A B A A  h a s  a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  p r o v i d i n g

" s u c c e s s  r o l e  m o d e l s , "  m e n t o r s  a n d  c a r e e r  c o a c h e s

f o r  t h e  G r e a t e r  A l t o n  A r e a  " a t - r i s k  y o u t h , "

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  B l a c k  c o m m u n i t y .   T o  t h a t  e n d ,

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  f u n d  i n

2 0 1 5 ,  a n d  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a r e  a n n u a l l y  a w a r d e d  t o

c o l l e g e  b o u n d  s t u d e n t s .

ABOUT US -  FRIENDS OF THE 60'S ALTON BLACK ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION (FOS/ABAA)

F O S / A B A A  2 0 2 1  G O A L S

C o n t i n u e  t o  enhance  t h e  A B A A  r e u n i o n  e v e n t

Strengthen t h e  o v e r a l l  f i s c a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e

F O S / A B A A  o r g a n i z a t i o n

C o n t i n u e  t o  develop  a n d  ref ine  F O S / A B A A

p r o g r a m  o f f e r i n g s ,  k e e p i n g  i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n :

     O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c i e s

     C o m m u n i t y  d e m o g r a p h i c s

     P o t e n t i a l  p r o g r a m  p a r t n e r s / c o l l a b o r a t o r s

1 .

2 .

3 .

F O S / A B A A  P R O G R A M S  &  S E R V I C E S

B i e n n i a l  A l t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  B l a c k  A l u m n i

R e u n i o n

S c h o l a r s h i p s

A c a d e m i c  s u p p o r t

K - 1 2  -  L i a i s e  w i t h  A l t o n  S D  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i n g

N F P  o r g a n i z a t i o n s

C o l l e g e  -  A s s i s t  p r e -  a n d  p o s t - h i g h  s c h o o l

g r a d u a t e s

T a r g e t e d  v o l u n t e e r i s m

S e l e c t i v e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  c h a r i t a b l e

o r g a n i z a t i o n s

F O S / A B A A  O B J E C T I V E S / F U N D I N G

F u n d r a i s i n g

S p e c i a l  e v e n t s

D o n a t i o n s

S p o n s o r  C o n t r i b u t i o n s

M I S S I O N

T o  r e u n i t e  c o l l e a g u e s  w h o  a t t e n d e d  A l t o n  A r e a

s c h o o l s  a n d  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  l i f e  a n d  c a r e e r  e x p e r i e n c e s

t o  l e a d ,  s t r e n g t h e n  a n d  m o b i l i z e  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o

p r e p a r e  o u r  y o u t h  f o r  p r o d u c t i v e  a d u l t h o o d

V I S I O N

T o  e v o l v e  a s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n . . .  s h a p i n g  t h e  f u t u r e

b y  p r e s e r v i n g  o u r  h e r i t a g e  a n d  s h a r i n g  o u r

k n o w l e d g e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h  t h e  c o m m u n i t y

V A L U E  S T A T E M E N T

T o  b e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a n d a r d s  o f  e t h i c s

a n d  i n t e g r i t y

F U N D I N G  S O U R C E S

P.O. Box 1033
Alton, IL 62002

Minnie Robinson
Bonnie Fox

Rev. Stanley Henderson

Melia L. Hawthorne
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